
Are there any books that you love so much that you 
have read them twice (or more)? I have read “The Lord 
of the Rings” by J.R.R. Tolkien twice, and I am ready to 
read it again!

When you find yourself with a “free night,” what is 
something you are likely to do? I am likely to spend 
some time with friends. Otherwise, I will read a book, 
play guitar, or watch a movie.

What do you remember from your First Communion? 
I remember that my First Communion was on April 26, 
2003. I wore the same blue suit that my brother did 
for his First Communion. While I do not remember 
very much from the Mass, I remember having a great 
celebration and receiving a lot of gifts. Looking back 
now, I understand why we had such a big celebration!

Where is one of your favorite places to pray, and 
what makes it special to you? One of my favorite places 
to pray is the Sacred Heart Chapel in the Holy Name of 
Jesus House of Formation in Allouez. Even though I never 
participated in the Kairos Year, that chapel is very special 
to me. It is just the right size for personal prayer and 
often smells of incense. There is a lot of beauty packed 
into that chapel: the golden tabernacle, the Sacred and 
Immaculate Heart statues, and the handmade woodwork 
lift my mind and heart to God. Anytime I have the chance, 
I stop to pray in the Sacred Heart Chapel.

What role has the Eucharist played in your 
discernment of the priesthood? The Eucharist played 
a huge role in my discernment of the priesthood. Well 
before I considered the priesthood, I loved the Eucharist. I 
loved Jesus in the Eucharist. That being said, the first time 
I really felt called to the priesthood, the Blessed Sacrament 
was before me. After I experienced that call, I spent a lot of 
time in prayer before the Eucharist to continue discerning 
if the call was really from God. During my discernment 
I attended daily Mass. Every day I heard the Eucharistic 
prayer spoken on the lips of the priest. Every day I received 
Jesus from the hands of a priest. The priesthood and the 
Eucharist are absolutely inseparable. Thus, as I grew closer 
to the Eucharist, I felt more drawn to the priesthood as 
well. As I receive the sacrament of holy orders, I hope to 
imitate Jesus in the Eucharist by giving myself completely 
to God’s people each and every day.  

If there was one thing you could communicate to the 
faithful about the importance and role of the Eucharist 
in our Catholic faith, what would it be? The one thing 
that I would communicate to the faithful is that the 
Eucharist is really Jesus. He is really and truly present in 
the little host. Let’s unpack that …

As human persons we are made for relationship. From 
the very moment of our existence, we are in relationship, 
namely with our parents. We have families, and we make 
friends. These relationships make us who we are. We 
were created by God for relationship and, in particular, 
for friendship with him. It is not easy to be in friendship 
with someone if you cannot be with them. So, God 
sent his Son to become man so that we could be better 
friends with him. We read about the friends Jesus made 
in the Gospels: Peter, James, John, Mary Magdalene, 
and many more. After Jesus died and rose for his friends 
(us!), he left us his real presence; he left us the Eucharist.  
He gave us himself and his presence in the Eucharist.

Jesus desires nothing more than to be in relationship 
with us. He wants to fulfill our longing for authentic 
relationship, and he knows that is difficult to achieve 
without real presence. So, he gave us his presence in 
the Eucharist. At every Mass, we can become closer to 
Jesus than almost any other person in our lives. We can 
receive him into ourselves. This unique relationship with 
Jesus in the Eucharist can transform our lives.

Which saint should people invoke for your vocation 
and why? Please invoke St. John Marie Vianney for 
my vocation because he is the patron saint of diocesan 
priests. His intercession will be powerful for me as I 
receive the sacrament of holy orders.
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Are there any books that you love so much that you 
have read them twice (or more)? I love the book “The 
Case for Jesus” by Brant Pitre. This is a solid book to 
deepen one’s understanding about the biblical and 
historical evidence for Jesus. 

When you find yourself with a “free night,” what 
is something you are likely to do? This past summer, I 
found myself watching videos by Fr. Luis Toro about the 
biblical evidence for the teachings of the Catholic Church. 
As the various apologetic topics were discussed, I followed 
along with my Bible and began memorizing biblical texts, 
which are key for defending our Catholic faith. 

What do you remember from your First Communion? 
I remember wearing black dress pants and a long white 
sleeve shirt and walking about a mile to the church while 
holding a Catholic prayer book, a rosary, and a candle. I 
was the first child to receive holy Communion. I went home 
with the commitment to pray an Our Father, Hail Mary, and 
Glory Be until there was nothing left of my candle as a sign 
of my thanksgiving for the gift of the Eucharist. 

Where is one of your favorite places to pray, and 
what makes it special to you? I love praying at 
perpetual adoration chapels, especially the ones that 
have the Blessed Sacrament exposed in a monstrance.  
It is good to be before the loving, compassionate, and 
merciful presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.  
Jesus’ humility to be truly present under the species of 
bread is a mystery that captivates my eyes and my heart.  
I often meditate on what a great mystery it is that the 
King of the Universe, the Son of God, the One through 
whom all things were made, is right in front of me under 
the appearance of bread.

What role has the Eucharist played in your discernment 
of the priesthood? It was during a night of Eucharistic 
Adoration when I clearly heard Jesus’ call to follow him 
as his priest. That night, I also received abundant graces 
to respond to the call fearlessly. During these past five 
years of seminary, I have grown closer to Jesus because 
of receiving the Eucharist on a daily basis. As I approach 
diaconate ordination, I am meditating more on the 
Eucharist as a sacrifice since I will be assisting the priest 
at the altar. God willing as a priest, I will be entrusted 
with the grace to celebrate the Eucharist with and for the 
people of God. Certainly, there is no Eucharist without 
the priesthood, and there is no priesthood without the 

Eucharist. I live for Jesus in the Eucharist as he lives for 
me in this most Blessed Sacrament. Thus, discerning the 
priesthood for me has been a Eucharistic journey where 
the priest and the Eucharist are inseparable. 

If there was one thing you could communicate to the 
faithful about the importance and role of the Eucharist 
in our Catholic faith, what would it be? The Second 
Vatican Council states that the Eucharist is “the source 
and submit of our faith.” We should abandon the non-
biblical claims about the Eucharist. The Bible does not 
say that the Eucharist is a symbol, simply a spiritual 
meal and not a sacrifice, or simply a memory of the Last 
Supper. When Jesus declared, “This is my body,” and 
“This is my blood,” within the context of his passion, 
death, and resurrection, he truly instituted the sacrament 
of our faith and commanded his apostles to offer it in 
remembrance of him until he comes again in glory.

I invite all Catholics to reclaim this mystery, to safeguard 
it, and to celebrate it faithfully. We should renew our acts 
of thanksgiving toward the Eucharist by coming back to 
and living more fully the Sunday celebration of the most 
holy sacrifice of the Mass, by making a dwelling place 
pleasing to the Lord through the sacrament of confession 
before receiving the Eucharist, by praying for an hour 
before the Blessed Sacrament, and by overflowing with 
acts of charity toward those in need. We should not be 
like the disciples who found the teaching of Jesus about 
the Eucharist too hard to believe, as if this is something 
impossible for God. Instead, we should remain with the 
one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church and confess 
with Peter that Jesus has the words of eternal life. To be 
Catholic is to be Eucharistic. 

Which saint should people invoke for your vocation 
and why? As I prepare for my diaconate ordination this 
May, I would ask for the intercession of St. Stephen so to 
surrender myself more fully to God’s will and announce 
the Gospel courageously.  
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Are there any books that you love so much that you 
have read them twice (or more)? I typically read books 
just once because I am excited to read more books.  
However, I am interested in reading “Story of a Soul” by 
St. Thérèse of Lisieux again.

When you find yourself with a “free night,” what is 
something you are likely to do? I like to participate in 
one of my hobbies such as reading, playing the mandolin, 
or going for a hike. Also, a free night is a suitable time to 
catch up with my family and friends via telephone. 

What do you remember from your First Communion? 
The most significant memory is that we had to wear an 
alb-like gown with two vertical stripes that resemble the 
deacon’s vestment (the dalmatic). The gown was white, 
symbolizing purity and the Resurrection.  Receiving Christ 
in the Eucharist for the first time meant I was receiving 
the true bread from heaven, helping in my sanctification 
for eternal life. Overall, I remember it being a joyous day.

Where is one of your favorite places to pray, and 
what makes it special to you? We receive such great 
graces praying before the Blessed Sacrament. Therefore, 
my favorite place is to pray in adoration either close to 
the tabernacle or during Exposition when the Eucharist 
is exposed in the monstrance. If I can find a quiet time 
at church to adore the Lord, I am happy because I can 
focus more without distractions. It is so peaceful praying 
in silence with Christ present in the Eucharist. When I 
was a seminarian in Rome, my favorite places to pray 
were near the tombs of saints, especially those of St. 
Ignatius of Loyola and St. Paul.   

What role has the Eucharist played in your 
discernment of the priesthood? My first significant call 
to the priesthood took place at the celebration of the 
Eucharist. As a senior in high school, I was attending 
Mass with my family, and I felt like God said to me: “Be 
a priest.” At the same time, many good feelings were 
rushing through me: joy, peace, and excitement. This 
profound experience was only possible with God’s grace 
pouring forth from the Eucharist.

After Theology I, my assignment was at an Italian parish 
in the Dolomite Mountains in Italy. I was altar serving 
at this small chapel, and everything was tightly pushed 
together, so I was kneeling right beside the altar. As the 
priest was saying the prayers of consecration over the 

bread and wine, and being so close to the great miracle 
taking place, I felt God pulling me closer to himself, 
increasing my desire to be in communion with him and 
my desire to be a priest.  If there are no priests, there is no 
Eucharist. If there is no Eucharist, there is no priesthood.

If there was one thing you could communicate to 
the faithful about the importance and role of the 
Eucharist in our Catholic faith, what would it be? In 
life, both body and soul need nourishment. The Eucharist 
provides spiritual nourishment or food for the soul. The 
vocation of all the faithful is to live a life of the Beatitudes, 
so that we stay on the path toward eternal life with God 
in heaven. It is only possible to render faithful service 
to God and others by God’s grace. It takes cooperation 
on our part, but ultimately, we must rely on God to live 
a holy life. Receiving the grace of the sacraments gives 
us the strength to live faithfully as disciples of Christ.  
We cannot resist temptation and overcome sin on our 
own. We need God’s help. We miss this help when we 
do not frequently receive the sacraments (Eucharist 
and reconciliation). Sin separates us from God, while 
grace keeps us in communion with God. Therefore, the 
Eucharist makes us holy. We need that nourishment to 
grow in relationship with God. When we receive Christ 
in the Eucharist, he is literally abiding in us. Receiving 
Christ in the Eucharist is as close a personal, intimate 
relationship as one can get with God here on earth. The 
Mass is described as a foretaste of heaven in which we 
will have the fullness of that communion, a perfect and 
everlasting communion. Just as food strengthens and 
sustains our bodies, the Eucharist nourishes us spiritually 
by uniting us with the risen Christ who is true food and 
true drink.

Which saint should people invoke for your vocation 
and why? Please invoke St. Paul because I would like to 
emulate his courage to speak the truth, his perseverance 
through trials, and his missionary spirit to carry out Jesus’ 
command of evangelization.
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Are there any books that you love so much that you 
have read them twice (or more)? ”The Spiderwick 
Chronicles” was a fantasy series I read multiple times 
when I was young. I read all five books in one day when 
I was home sick once.

When you find yourself with a “free night,” what is 
something you are likely to do? I love hanging out in 
one of the lounges at the seminary with some of my close 
friends. It is so important to me to spend time with my 
friends, sharing a conversation and having a good laugh. 

What do you remember from your First Communion? 
I do not remember a lot from that day, but my mom tells 
me that when she came into my room to wake me up, 
the first thing I said to her was, “It’s the best day of my 
life, Mama.” I have no memory of saying this, but I have 
often reflected on the gift that God gave me of such 
childlike joy about receiving the Eucharist that day.

Where is one of your favorite places to pray, and what 
makes it special to you? One of my favorite places to 
pray is the adoration chapel at St. Margaret Mary Parish 
in Neenah. I spent a lot of time in prayer there when 
I was home for the summer after my second year of 
seminary. What I appreciated most about the chapel was 
the silence. It was such a quiet and peaceful place to 
sit with Jesus in the Eucharist. Also, I love the beautiful 
stand for the monstrance with the angels supporting it 
and the giant stained glass window of the revelation of 
the Sacred Heart to St. Margaret Mary.

What role has the Eucharist played in your discernment 
of the priesthood? Eucharistic Adoration has always 
had a special place in my discernment. In college, I went 
to adoration for the first time with my friend, Jack, who 
was a missionary at the university. I was immediately 
struck by the silence in the church. Everyone was so 
focused on Jesus in the Eucharist, and I was drawn into 
the silence with them. During the rest of my college 
years, I found the greatest peace sitting in adoration and 
attending Mass. Amidst the many things happening in 
my life, the Eucharist was steady ground for me to stand 
on. It was in the presence of the Eucharist, the visible, 
tangible remembrance of Jesus’ sacrifice for us, that I 
was reminded of how much God loves me, and from that 
grew my desire to be an instrument of his love as a priest. 
Throughout seminary, I have continued to seek time with 

Jesus in the Eucharist. Whenever I receive the Eucharist, 
I am reminded of God’s love for me and the journey on 
which he is guiding me.

If there was one thing you could communicate to 
the faithful about the importance and role of the 
Eucharist in our Catholic faith, what would it be? 
In the liturgy, we raise our hearts in prayer to God and 
enter the greatest reality: the fact that God loves us.  
The story of salvation in the Bible is the drama of God 
loving his people. God wonderfully created us, but then 
Adam and Eve sinned by turning away from the loving 
relationship offered by God. Time and time again, God 
established covenants with his people, and even when 
they were unfaithful, he was always faithful. Then, God 
sent his Son, Jesus, to offer a new and eternal covenant 
in his blood to gather all of us separated from him by sin.

We enter this story every time we go to Mass and draw 
near to the Eucharist in adoration. At Mass, we hear 
the Scripture as it recounts this great story, and in the 
liturgy of the Eucharist, the sacrifice of Jesus on the 
cross is made present to us again. We must understand 
the sacrifice in the context of the story in Scripture. The 
Eucharist is not merely bread and wine. It is not just a 
nice symbol or a reminder of some distant event from 
the past. Wrapped up in the Eucharist is the entire 
history of God loving his people. When we receive the 
Eucharist and come to adoration, God reminds us that 
he loves us so much that he gave up his Son for our sins 
so we will always remember that he will never abandon 
us and is always loving us.

Which saint should people invoke for your vocation 
and why? St. Teresa of Calcutta. She has inspired 
me since entering seminary. After working with the 
Missionaries of Charity this summer, I desire to live out 
the love for the Body of Christ in the Eucharist and the 
poor as she did. 
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Are there any books that you love so much that you 
have read them twice (or more)? One of the few books I 
have read multiple times is “The Hobbit” by J.R.R. Tolkien.

When you find yourself with a “free night,” what 
is something you are likely to do? When I have free 
time in the evening, I like to spend it either practicing 
my electric guitar, taking a short fishing trip, or getting 
together with friends. 

What do you remember from your First Communion? 
I remember that I received my First Communion at my 
home parish from Fr. Jack Harper, the first priest who 
helped me to see the beauty of the priesthood. I was 
excited to receive both the Body and the Blood of 
Christ. After Communion, I spent a couple of minutes 
praying to Jesus, truly believing in the Real Presence in 
what I just received.

Where is one of your favorite places to pray, and what 
makes it special to you? One of my favorite places to 
pray is the National Shrine of St. Joseph in De Pere. I 
love the crowned depiction of Joseph, as well as the 
large images of the Holy Family and the Divine Mercy 
image. It was in this chapel that I encountered Christ in 
Eucharistic Adoration while I was studying at St. Norbert 
College and received the grace to ask for an application 
for seminary. Since I joined seminary, it has been a very 
peaceful, quiet, and close place to pray during breaks. 

What role has the Eucharist played in your discernment 
of the priesthood? I have had two encounters with Christ in 
the Eucharist in adoration that stand out in a particular way 
in my discernment of the priesthood. First, I encountered 
Jesus during a night of adoration at Camp Tekakwitha 
during my senior year of high school. As I began praying, 
Jesus spoke very clearly in the depths of my heart that he 
desired for me to be his priest. As I continued discernment 
while attending St. Norbert College, I prayed in front of the 
Blessed Sacrament during Monday all-day adoration at the 
National Shrine of St. Joseph. It was there that I fell deeper 
in love with Jesus and the priesthood. He slowly opened my 
heart to trust more in him and consider more seriously the 
possibility of applying to seminary. Throughout seminary, I 
have found receiving Communion and praying in front of 
the exposed Eucharist daily to be life-giving and essential 
to hearing his voice. 

If there was one thing you could communicate to the 
faithful about the importance and role of the Eucharist 
in our Catholic faith, what would it be? The Eucharist 
is not just a spiritual multivitamin or merely one means 
among many to receive grace from God. Jesus very 
specifically said that unless we eat his flesh and drink 
his blood, we have no life within us. By receiving the 
Eucharist, we become part of the Body of Christ and 
share very intimately in his divine life. Jesus enters us 
and shares in every part of our life — both our joys and 
burdens. His heart enters our own heart and ours enters 
his. It is so important to receive the Eucharist because 
it is through the Eucharist that Jesus makes us more 
like him. When we receive Communion, we can invite 
Jesus into the very depths of our being in a personal and 
intimate way. We share our life with him, and he pours 
out his life to us in abundance. Receiving the Eucharist 
brings us into communion with Jesus that gives us divine 
life and makes us into the people he is calling us to be. 
Hence, the role of the Eucharist is to make each of us 
an “alter Christus,” or “another Christ,” to evangelize 
the world. We are called to go forth from Mass to bring 
others to the same Font of Life that we draw life from. 

Which saint should people invoke for your vocation 
and why? Please pray to Blessed Solanus Casey for my 
vocation. He attended St. Francis de Sales Seminary for 
five years (and lived on the same floor as me) and is a 
powerful example of priestly service.
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Are there any books that you love so much that you 
have read them twice (or more)? There are many, but 
the “Lord of the Rings,” “The Chronicles of Narnia,” and 
“The Phantom Tollbooth” are the only ones I’ve read 
more than five times each.

When you find yourself with a “free night,” what 
is something you are likely to do? I’d probably hop 
online to play some video games with friends or else sit 
down with a good book for some quiet time.

What do you remember from your First Communion? 
I honestly don’t really remember it. What I do know is that 
I received it from Fr. Mark Vander Steeg, who I looked up 
to while growing up. His example of how he treated the 
Eucharist is part of what helped me eventually acknowledge 
that there was more to Communion than meets the eye.

Where is one of your favorite places to pray, and 
what makes it special to you? When I was in college, I 
grew to really love praying in the woods while walking.  
I was attending UW-Green Bay, and there’s an extensive 
arboretum surrounding the campus that I used to take 
daily walks in with my girlfriend at the time. We moved 
on, of course, as I began to heed the call to priesthood, 
but I kept up my habit of walking in the arboretum while 
talking to someone I loved, only now it was God I was 
talking to. There’s also a Catholic chapel in those woods, 
which I think may have helped hallow the place.

What role has the Eucharist played in your discernment 
of the priesthood? The Eucharist isn’t just the reason I’m 
pursuing a priestly vocation, it’s the reason I’m still Catholic. 
Why else would I be here if not because I must respond to 
the love God showed me first by dying for me? His sacrifice 
inspires love and loyalty in a way that is unmatchable, his 
beauty and praiseworthiness is so profoundly proven by 
the sacrifice of the Eucharist that I can’t help but desire to 
be like him, since he’s so beautiful. Then there’s adoration, 
where we can sit with him and just be there, in person, to 
witness that sacrifice. It’s always in adoration that I hear God’s 
promptings most clearly, so it’s no surprise that it’s always 
been the time that my desire to be a priest has grown. I 
want to be like Christ, and I want to bring people to Christ, 
so that they can drown in his infinite beauty with me. What 
better way to do that than to be, like him, a priest, and to 
literally bring him to people in the form of the Eucharist? 

If there was one thing you could communicate to the 
faithful about the importance and role of the Eucharist 
in our Catholic faith, what would it be? The Eucharist 
is the reason we are here. If Jesus Christ did not fulfill 
the promises he made to his people, both in person 
and through the prophets, Christianity would just have 
been a mystery cult that would now be dead and mostly 
forgotten. But it isn’t, because he did. The Eucharist is the 
fulfillment of the central promise he made to save us, and 
without it we would not be the same.

The Eucharist is the glue that holds us together as a 
Church. It’s why we come to Mass — it’s the perfect 
synthesis of what Jesus wishes to teach us, and it’s what 
he wants us to emulate. It’s also literally God. Why else 
would we travel to God’s house if not to go see God? 
Let the Eucharist be what holds you in community with 
the Church, because if that is not the center of your 
faith then your faith is placed in the wrong god, and 
you will inevitably be disappointed. If the Eucharist is 
the center, however, then your faith will weather all the 
things people claim drive them away from the Church — 
whether hypocrisy, scandal, or any other sin that lurks in 
a community of imperfect people — since you will know 
that the center is still pure and good.

Which saint should people invoke for your vocation 
and why? Please pray for the intercession of St. Joan of 
Arc. She has been a great inspiration to me as I seek to 
improve my discipline in prayer, like one of the soldiers 
under her banner.
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Are there any books that you love so much that you 
have read them twice (or more)? ”The Great Divorce” 
by C.S. Lewis is a book that always has a place on my 
shelf, and it has been a yearly read for me each Lent. 

When you find yourself with a “free night,” what is 
something you are likely to do? My free nights often 
are determined by where I happen to be at that moment.  
During the formation year, those nights are often filled 
with different things like visiting fellow seminarians, 
reading, or working on a draft of a book. 

What do you remember from your First Communion? 
I remember clearly dressing in my suit, not really knowing 
why I needed to dress nicer than I usually did. But the 
moment I remember most was Fr. Robert Rhyner coming 
to speak with each of us individually before the Mass.  
He jokingly asked me if I needed to go to confession 
again since I had my First Reconciliation yesterday. The 
feeling of total love and contentment I had receiving our 
Lord for the first time is a grace I have only now begun 
to recognize and appreciate. 

Where is one of your favorite places to pray, and 
what makes it special to you? I have always had a 
habit of sneaking over to Christ the King Chapel in the 
dead of night or at least when it is dark outside. When 
the chapel is lit only by the sanctuary lamp, it creates a 
feeling of privacy with Jesus, which is very important for 
my personal prayer life. The sensation is the same when I 
go to the sacrament of confession; prayer then becomes 
a place where I can be open in a particular way with Jesus 
and take as much time for prayer as I want. 

What role has the Eucharist played in your discernment 
of the priesthood? The Eucharist is everything. Without 
it, my discernment would have been mechanical, like any 
other job. The Eucharist is what changes the priesthood 
from primarily being about a choice made by the man who 
seeks to be ordained to being more about Jesus and his 
call to the man. It focuses my discernment on the role of 
the priest as someone who brings Jesus to others, who is 
a servant of the people of God, and who loves the Church 
above all else. Adoration is one way to spend time with 
the Eucharist that has been a key part of my discernment. 
While speaking with Jesus in the tabernacle is important, 
there is something special about doing that same thing 

face to face with him. For me, when Jesus is on the altar, 
I can speak to him face to face, and the presence he 
has becomes much more palpable. In seeing him in the 
Eucharist, I can hear his voice clearly.

If there was one thing you could communicate to 
the faithful about the importance and role of the 
Eucharist in our Catholic faith, what would it be? 
Without the priesthood, we do not have the Eucharist; 
without the Eucharist, we do not have the Church. It 
is easy to take the Eucharist and the priest’s role for 
granted, not because we have any desire to, but because 
having ready access to the Eucharist is all many Catholics 
today and I have ever known. I remember when I was 
in quarantine during the pandemic, and each morning 
when a priest would bring me the Eucharist, it was the 
most memorable moment that day. I began to better 
understand the saints we read about who had such a 
hunger for Jesus. That is why the Eucharist was such a 
strong symbol in the heart of a parish. It’s part of the call 
that Jesus offers a man to give up his entire life to bring 
to people the only thing that can truly satisfy, himself. To 
be fully alive as a Catholic it seems to me, is to desire the 
Eucharist so strongly we’re willing to go to Mass even 
when it’s inconvenient, to make a Holy Hour even in the 
dead of night, or to be willing to bring Jesus to those 
who cannot leave their homes or too sick to come see 
him. The Eucharist is not merely bread or just a symbol.  
It is the God of the universe who desperately wants to 
meet you. 

Which saint should people invoke for your vocation 
and why? This year, please invoke the intercession 
of Blessed Carlo Acutis; his devotion to the Eucharist 
through documenting miracles is something I wish to 
emulate.
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Are there any books that you love so much that you 
have read them twice (or more)? I have read through 
“The Chronicles of Narnia” twice, and I would like to 
read “Les Misérables” again at some point.

When you find yourself with a “free night,” what is 
something you are likely to do? My family really enjoys 
watching movies, so I would probably do that. 

What do you remember from your First Communion? 
To be honest I really don’t remember anything from 
my First Communion, other than wearing a suit for the 
first time. What I do remember is counting the number 
of times I had received the Eucharist after my First 
Communion: “That was my Second Communion! That 
was my Third Communion!”

Where is one of your favorite places to pray, and what 
makes it special to you? I have a couple special prayer 
places: the adoration chapel at SS. Peter & Paul, St. 
Norbert Abbey, the Denmark Carmel, CYE, and in front 
of the crucifix at St. John the Baptist Parish in Howard. 
My favorite place, however, is in my room before bed.  
There is something so sacred and intimate about those 
moments when you retire for the night, and it is just you 
and God. Usually, there is little said and little to be said.  
No profound thoughts or anything special. I can simply 
be a tired man before his loving Father.

What role has the Eucharist played in your discernment 
of the priesthood? Eucharistic Adoration during this 
past year has been critical in my discernment. When I 
entered seminary, I saw God much like a taskmaster or a 
schoolteacher. My heart was filled with sentiments like, 
“Just give me the assignment, God. I will get it done, 
and we will be good to go. You will be pleased.” But the 
Eucharist flies in the face of that thinking. The Eucharist 
is Jesus, Emmanuel, “God with us.” It is a living icon 
of God’s desire to commune with us and to be loved 
by us. Consequently, after time spent before him in 
the Blessed Sacrament, I started to realize God is not 
trying to get something out of us. Vocation is more of an 
opening of the heart towards something and not merely 
an assignment to be completed. This has taken a lot of 
the pressure out of discernment, and it has given me the 
freedom to joyfully consider how I want to give of myself 
to God.

If there was one thing you could communicate to 
the faithful about the importance and role of the 
Eucharist in our Catholic faith, what would it be? 
What do each of the sacraments accomplish? For most 
of the sacraments, the answer is observable to some 
extent. Baptism initiates us into the Church. Confession 
unburdens us from guilt. Anointing strengthens and 
heals us. But what of the Eucharist? What does it do? 

The Eucharist is unique. While the other sacraments 
have some tangible outcome, the effects of the Eucharist 
can seem veiled, if not illusory. The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church states that it is the “source and summit 
of the Christian life,” yet we ask, “What happens now, 
Lord? Is this really doing anything?” The Eucharist, it can 
seem, does not accomplish anything.

But that’s precisely the point. The Eucharist is not principally 
about “accomplishing” things because it is itself the 
accomplishment of all things. It is the sacrifice of Calvary 
before us. It is the Lord’s body laid down for the Church. It is 
the relationship of man to God, mediated by the high priest 
Jesus Christ. All other graces flow from that relationship, 
not the least of which is eternal life. In essence, the 
Eucharist is a reality so simple and so foundational — God’s 
presence among men — that we just miss it. It behooves 
us, therefore, to approach the Eucharist not searching for 
outcomes, but with simple faith. With difficulties … sure. 
With questions, of course, but nonetheless with simple 
trust that Jesus is present and active. When the minister 
says, “The Body of Christ,” we should truly respond with 
“Amen” — Let it be so — I do believe. 

Which saint should people invoke for your vocation 
and why? St. Peter. Peter is the quintessential example 
of a feeble man who, overcome by grace, laid down his 
life for the Church. Please pray that I open my heart to 
God’s grace like Peter did. 
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Are there any books that you love so much that you 
have read them twice (or more)? Am I disqualified if I 
say the Bible? I like to read new things, and my list is so 
long that I do not usually read books twice. 

When you find yourself with a “free night,” what is 
something you are likely to do? On a free night I would 
try to get some fresh air and some good food. First, I 
would reach out to some family or friends to plan some 
hiking, biking, skiing, a campfire, etc. Then I would ensure 
that we are all well fed while enjoying the time together. 

What do you remember from your First Communion? 
Around the time of my First Communion, I remember 
my mom telling me, “Let it [the Eucharist] warm you.” 
My first thought was, “It’s not hot chocolate mom!” But I 
think that I slowly recognized the truth she was speaking 
about. I remember focusing on that and allowing the 
love and peace of Christ to enflame my heart when I 
received him in the Eucharist. 

Where is one of your favorite places to pray, and 
what makes it special to you? Sacred Heart Chapel at 
the Holy Name of Jesus House of Formation (home of 
the Kairos Year) will always be one of my favorite places 
to pray. Not only is it quiet and intimate, but it is also a 
place where I deeply encountered the Lord in prayer. 
Returning there brings a grateful heart and reminds me 
of the many blessings of the Kairos Year. Besides praying 
in the presence of Jesus in the Eucharist, I love praying 
in the mountains. Wonder and awe of God’s creation 
beautifully draws me into prayer. 

What role has the Eucharist played in your discernment 
of the priesthood? The Eucharist is undoubtedly the 
most influential factor in my discernment of priesthood. 
When I think about the times, I have heard the Lord’s 
voice the most clearly, it is almost always in silence in 
front of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. While there are 
numerous experiences, there are two encounters that 
really stand out. When I was uncertain about my future 
and restless about life’s changes during my sophomore 
year of college, Jesus invited me to rest and allow him to 
love me. Later, during my senior year, Jesus invited me to 
reopen the door to discerning the priesthood. Reflecting 
not only on the reality that the Eucharist is Jesus, but also 
the call to respond to his love, led to a deep recognition of 
Christ and my identity as a beloved son. Simultaneously, 

I realized the invitation to offer myself on the altar with 
Christ. Reflecting on offering myself back to God on 
the altar with Christ helped me recognize a call to the 
priesthood. 

If there was one thing you could communicate to 
the faithful about the importance and role of the 
Eucharist in our Catholic faith, what would it be? 
When we receive Jesus in the Eucharist, he also receives 
us. Not only does the God of the universe give himself 
totally to us and desire to be intimately close to us, but 
he also accepts us as we are right now. When we go 
to him with our deepest questions, desires, hurts, and 
joys, he is the answer. The answers to all the world’s 
problems are all contained in that small Host. When we 
are ashamed, broken, and not sure how to continue, he 
receives us and says, “I love you.” He does not overlook 
our wounds but sees them and loves us. He shares his 
own wounds with us and gives us everything in the 
Eucharist just as he gave everything on the cross.

I also love the promise of Jesus that he would be with us 
always. He did not just mean it generally, but specifically 
in the Eucharist. He is sitting in the tabernacle waiting 
for you. So GO TO HIM! Go to the church, go to Mass, 
and go to adoration with all the stuff you do not want to 
bring anywhere else, and he will receive you. Bring him 
your sins in the confessional, and he will receive them. 
When we allow him to take our sins, we open our hearts 
to receive grace that he is longing to share with us. He 
gave us all of himself, and as we receive all of him, he 
receives all of us.

Which saint should people invoke for your vocation 
and why? Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati! The world 
needs the hope and joy of Christ amidst its great suffering. 
Frassati lived it: “Any Catholic can’t help but be happy.” 
His Eucharistic love and joy were unshakeable. 
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Are there any books that you love so much that you 
have read them twice (or more)? I have read “Interior 
Freedom” by Fr. Jacques Philippe at least two times, 
and it has helped me grow in my relationship with God 
and with others.

When you find yourself with a “free night,” what is 
something you are likely to do? I am likely to spend 
that time with people around me, either by having 
conversations or playing games.

What do you remember from your First Communion? 
I received my First Communion the same day that I got 
confirmed when I was in 7th grade. I do not remember much 
from that day except having a joy of being fully initiated in 
the Catholic faith and that the new communicants got to 
be the first ones to receive holy Communion. 

Where is one of your favorite places to pray, and 
what makes it special to you? There is a little chapel in 
the back of St. Raphael the Archangel Parish in Oshkosh 
that has the Blessed Sacrament in it. I love praying there 
because it is very small and intimate. There is very little 
distance between the chairs and the tabernacle. Another 
thing that makes it special is that it’s the place where 
I have prayed over a long period of time (since high 
school in 2014). Being back in that chapel sometimes 
helps me to notice how my relationship with the Lord 
has grown over the years.

What role has the Eucharist played in your discernment 
of the priesthood? The Eucharist was an important factor 
in my discernment of the priesthood. When I was a junior 
in high school, I had an experience after receiving the 
Eucharist that was very important in my discernment. I had 
just received holy Communion and when I was praying, it 
was then that I realized how much Jesus loves me — that 
he gives himself to me without reserve in the Eucharist. 
The experience of that love is what gave me a desire to 
give my whole life to Christ and to serve him in whatever 
way he would like. After that, the priesthood came to 
mind, and I felt open to it in a way that I was not before. 
Over time, the experience of Christ’s self-giving love in the 
Eucharist keeps strengthening the sense that he wants me 
to serve him through the priesthood. In addition, it was 
from spending time with Jesus in the Eucharist in adoration 
that the sense that he is calling me to the priesthood grew.

If there was one thing you could communicate to 
the faithful about the importance and role of the 
Eucharist in our Catholic faith, what would it be? 
The Eucharist is such a profound gift of God’s love. In 
the Eucharist, Christ unites us to him — thus making 
us holy — and wants to be with us on the journey of 
life. The Eucharist is so crucial in the Christian life that 
Christ himself said, “Unless you eat the flesh of the Son 
of man and drink his blood, you have no life within you.” 
Therefore, we should attend Mass regularly in addition 
to Sunday Mass and receive Christ in the Eucharist 
frequently and devoutly. The more we do that, the more 
his life in us will grow so we can become the saints that 
we are called to be. 

The Eucharist is also such an important gift because 
through it Christ wants to be with us on the journey of 
life. Once when speaking about the real presence of 
Jesus in the Eucharist, a priest said that the Eucharist is 
Jesus’ way of keeping the promise that he will be with 
us always until the end of the world. Just as Jesus was 
present with the apostles during his earthly life, he wants 
to be present to us in the Eucharist. His real presence 
in the Eucharist is an invitation to us to be with him. 
We should respond generously to that invitation by 
spending time with him in adoration (or in front of the 
tabernacle). 

Which saint should people invoke for your vocation 
and why? The Blessed Mother. As I enter seminary, I 
want to continue growing in my love for Jesus and in 
discipleship. I want the Blessed Mother’s help in that 
endeavor. 
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Are there any books that you love so much that you 
have read them twice (or more)? Not that I can think 
of. One book that I found helpful and would like to read 
again, though, would be “The Wellspring of Worship” 
by Jean Corbon.

When you find yourself with a “free night,” what is 
something you are likely to do? Ideally, a free night 
would be spent with a group of family or friends doing 
something simple like playing cards or sitting by a fire. 

What do you remember from your First Communion? 
A big part of my First Communion was celebrating with 
my cousins, Kate and Steffany. After the First Communion 
Mass at St. John Nepomucene Parish, lots of family came 
over to my house, and we had a party in the garage 
for the three of us. I particularly remember being very 
excited about all the gifts, money, and gigantic cake 
(can you blame me?). 

Where is one of your favorite places to pray, and what 
makes it special to you? One of my favorite places 
to pray is at The National Shrine of Our Lady of Good 
Help in Champion, WI. I especially enjoy the outdoor 
rosary walk, which is right behind the Apparition Chapel. 
Believing that Our Lady appeared to Adele Brise on 
these grounds in 1859, the rosary walk is an ideal place 
to contemplate the birth, life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ as I entrust my prayers to Mary. The serenity 
of the grounds and rosary walk also help me maintain an 
inner sense of peace and surrender as I pray.

What role has the Eucharist played in your 
discernment of the priesthood? Often on my mind 
in the last year is the truth that Jesus Christ came to 
reveal man to himself. This statement was introduced 
by my spiritual director in the context of me questioning 
whether I was called to enter seminary. As I look back on 
my discernment up to this point, it is clear that Jesus has 
slowly been revealing who I am to myself. This has taken 
place largely through time spent in prayer in the Sacred 
Heart Chapel during the Kairos Year last year. Spending 
an hour every morning in front of the Blessed Sacrament 
in adoration helped me to hear the voice of Jesus in my 
heart. The daily Holy Hour also allowed me to share many 
of my worries and doubts with Jesus about pursuing a 
priestly vocation. As a result of hundreds of hours spent 

in front of the Eucharist, I have discerned that Jesus is 
indeed inviting me to continue down the path of priestly 
formation.  

If there was one thing you could communicate to 
the faithful about the importance and role of the 
Eucharist in our Catholic faith, what would it be? As 
Catholics, we hold the belief that the love of Jesus Christ 
is the beginning, middle, and end of all that we do. In 
his second letter to the Corinthians, St. Paul tells us 
that “the love of Christ impels us.” In order for us to be 
totally caught up in the perfect love of Jesus, we must 
take full advantage of the gift of the Holy Eucharist. This 
is the way that Jesus remains with us here on earth. This 
gift is offered to us in the Mass, during the Liturgy of 
the Eucharist. It is also offered to us through Eucharistic 
Adoration, where Jesus gives us the opportunity to sit 
with him in quiet prayer in a powerful yet humble way.  
As we fill our lives more and more with Jesus through 
the Eucharist, we are given the grace to live our lives in 
a more Christ-like way. The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church states that: “Catechesis is intrinsically linked 
with the whole of liturgical and sacramental activity, for 
it is in the sacraments, especially in the Eucharist, that 
Christ Jesus works in fullness for the transformation of 
men.” If we are to live out our Catholic faith striving to 
be like Jesus, a devotion to the Eucharist is not only 
recommended, but essential.  

Which saint should people invoke for your vocation 
and why? St. Teresa of Ávila. She wrote this about 
mental prayer: “The important thing is not to think much, 
but to love much,” and I hope to adopt that spirituality 
in this new year.
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Are there any books that you love so much that you 
have read them twice (or more)? I have listened to the 
audiobook of “The Silmarillion” by J.R.R. Tolkien multiple 
times and have read much of the book.

When you find yourself with a “free night,” what is 
something you are likely to do? I usually enjoy spending 
a night in with family or friends watching movies or playing 
games. But if we go out, I enjoy going bowling.

What do you remember from your First Communion? 
I do remember the day itself. It was a very bright and 
sunny day. Many family members were visiting from 
out of town just to come and be there for me and to 
celebrate. I also remember being very excited to be 
able to participate in receiving Communion, something 
I had watched the rest of my family do for years.

Where is one of your favorite places to pray, and 
what makes it special to you? I would have to say 
that one of my favorite places is at the National Shrine 
of Our Lady of Good Help in Champion, WI. The utter 
feeling of peace that exists out there is very real and 
palpable. And yet, there is also a powerful sense of God 
in its humble simplicity. Thanks to the Fathers of Mercy 
who serve at the Shrine, the Masses are said with great 
reverence. I have received much of God’s healing from 
going to confession there on many occasions. Silence 
and peace are essential for entering into deep prayer, 
and the Shrine has an abundance of both.

What role has the Eucharist played in your discernment 
of the priesthood? As the Catechism says, the Eucharist 
is the source and summit of the Christian life. For a long 
time, I had much less of an understanding of the Eucharist 
as I do today, which is not to say that I can totally grasp 
its full meaning now. However, when I began to realize 
the truth of the True Presence of Jesus’ body, blood, soul, 
and divinity in the Eucharist, it had a life-changing impact. 
To appreciate how he makes his sacrifice on the cross 
present to us at every Mass, makes me overwhelmed by 
the sheer intensity of his love for all of us. God gives his 
whole and entire self to us in the Eucharist. That gives 
me the desire to thank him by offering myself back to 
him, emptying myself like he has emptied himself for me. 
Particularly by helping to see that this beautiful sacrament 
can continue to be available to others.

If there was one thing you could communicate to the 
faithful about the importance and role of the Eucharist 
in our Catholic faith, what would it be? I believe the 
importance of the Eucharist to our Catholic faith cannot 
be overstated. When it comes to the Eucharist, I believe 
that the one thing people ought to realize is that without 
it, our Catholic faith would probably not exist. It is one 
of the main things which distinguishes the Catholic faith 
from all other Christian faiths. Other faiths do have the 
Word of God in holy Scripture, which is powerful in and 
of itself. However, for Catholics, we are so richly blessed 
to also have God himself. We can receive Jesus both 
physically in our bodies and spiritually in our souls. In the 
Gospel of Luke, we hear that two disciples meet Jesus 
on their way to Emmaus after he has risen from the dead. 
Even while they speak with him during their journey, their 
hearts are stirred but they do not recognize him. It is not 
until they share a meal together, and Jesus blesses the 
bread, breaks it, and offers it to them, that the disciples 
realize it is him. The same is true for the Church today as 
it was to the disciples on the way to Emmaus. Our hearts 
are stirred when we receive and pray with the Word of 
God, but he most fully reveals himself to us in the holy 
sacrifice of the Mass and the Eucharist.

Which saint should people invoke for your vocation 
and why? St. Anthony of Padua. He has been present 
at many times and in many ways since the very beginning 
of my discernment — both by finding lost things and 
finding me when I have been lost.
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Are there any books that you love so much that you 
have read them twice (or more)? A book I will never 
stop rereading is “He Leadeth Me” by Fr. Walter Ciszek, 
SJ. Another one I will read again is “Island of the World” 
by Michael O’Brien.

When you find yourself with a “free night,” what is 
something you are likely to do? When I am at home, 
I really enjoy playing cards with my family after dinner 
on a free night. If that does not happen, there is a good 
chance I will either watch a movie or find out if any friends 
are available to get together.

What do you remember from your First Communion? 
I have very little recollection of my First Communion nor 
anything that happened that day. However, I do have 
a picture of me and two of my best friends standing in 
church, dressed up in little suits, and smiling like we had 
just won the lottery. Fortunately, what we had just received 
was incomparably better than a winning lottery ticket!

Where is one of your favorite places to pray, and 
what makes it special to you? One of my favorite places 
to pray is at the Wrightstown site of my home parish, St. 
Clare. When I am there for Mass during the week, I will 
usually pray a Holy Hour before or after. It seems like there 
is an ease with which I can open myself to the Lord while 
in that beautiful, sacred space. That being said, I love all 
three of our parish churches and praying in front of the 
tabernacle in any of them, or in any church, is special!

What role has the Eucharist played in your 
discernment of the priesthood? When I began 
consistently attending daily Mass and praying Holy Hours 
in front of the Eucharist at UW-La Crosse, the graces I 
was subsequently blessed with played a mysterious yet 
crucial role in my discernment of the priesthood. I can 
point to several graces received through this. Jesus 
would gently and persistently prod me to consider a 
priestly vocation, especially while at Mass. His grace also 
created in me new desires to grow in virtue. In addition, 
he spoke to my heart clearly in two particular Holy 
Hours that finally convinced me to step out in faith on a 
path toward priesthood. The priesthood I may one day 
participate in is completely his. That truth, and my utter 
dependency, keep me close to him. As I went through 
the Kairos Year and this past summer, I finally came to 
understand that discernment is not about “figuring it 

out.” It is about growing closer to Jesus’ heart, and he 
will provide the next step. The Eucharist has been an 
enormous part of that for me. 

If there was one thing you could communicate to the 
faithful about the importance and role of the Eucharist 
in our Catholic faith, what would it be? With the 
meaning of life necessarily rooted in our relationship 
with the Lord, the Eucharist cannot be emphasized 
enough on our journey because it is Christ himself! We 
have the humbling privilege to receive Jesus completely. 
He allows himself to be contained in the Host and is 
then contained within us. That is amazing! This is Jesus’ 
body, blood, soul, and divinity sacrificed for us on the 
cross to save us from our sins and gather us to himself. 
That reality is re-presented at every Mass, meaning we 
can entrust our salvation to him over and over in an 
ever-renewing act of faith, trust, and surrender. It is only 
his Divine Mercy that will bring about our salvation, so 
trusting his merits which we receive in his complete self 
in the Eucharist is of utter importance. In “Story of a 
Soul,” St. Thérèse of Lisieux said on this subject, “I’m not 
relying on my own merits, as I have none, but I put my 
hope in him who is goodness and holiness himself.”  In 
realizing that the Eucharist is such a radical self-gift from 
the Father, we can grow in relationship with him who 
desires it most. That relationship ultimately is perfected 
in heaven. Blessed Carlo Acutis sums up the power of 
the Eucharist by deeming it his “highway to heaven,” 
and that “by standing before the Eucharistic Christ, we 
become holy.” This makes sense, for as we know, “No 
one comes to the Father except through me.”

Which saint should people invoke for your vocation 
and why? St. Maria Goretti is a beautiful example of 
choosing God over everything, including her own life. 
Her undivided desire to follow Christ and the courage it 
required inspire me to constantly ask for her intercession.  

Seminary
University of St. Thomas
2115 Summit Ave.
St. Paul, MN 55105-1048

Year
College III

Parish
St. Clare Parish; 
Wrightstown, Greenleaf,
and Askeaton

Birthday
July 25

Contact
kylerohan77@gmail.com

Kyle Rohan

To read more about our seminarians, 
check out upcoming events, and learn 
how you can pray for vocations in the 
Diocese of Green Bay, please visit: 
www.gbvocations.org



Are there any books that you love so much that you 
have read them twice (or more)? The first is the “Story 
of a Soul” by St. Thérèse of Lisieux, and the second is 
the autobiography of St. Ignatius of Loyola. Both are 
beautiful portrayals of just how human the saints are, yet 
show the great things God did in their lives. 

When you find yourself with a “free night,” what is 
something you are likely to do? If I found myself with 
a free night, I know from experience that I would do one 
of two things. One, I would find a good movie to watch 
and enjoy with a La Croix sparkling water. Or, I would try 
to go out and do something with friends, especially if 
they are fellow seminarians.

What do you remember from your First Communion? 
I remember going to confession at St. Pius X Parish in 
Appleton the morning before. I remember getting all 
dressed up for Mass in a suit and tie, and I remember all 
of us lining up first in line to receive Communion. After 
Mass, as tradition dictated, there was a party with family 
and friends. 

Where is one of your favorite places to pray, and 
what makes it special to you? One of my favorite 
places to pray is the Sacred Heart Chapel at the Holy 
Name of Jesus House of Formation. It is a small and 
beautiful chapel where I spent many hours of prayer 
at the beginning of my formation to the priesthood. 
There have been many moments of encounter with the 
Lord and a lot of growth in the spiritual life that took 
place in that chapel. The fact that it is small means that 
one is always in very close proximity to our Lord in the 
tabernacle. 

What role has the Eucharist played in your 
discernment of the priesthood? In the middle of my 
conversion, I started to go to daily Mass a few times 
a week. It was during this frequent encounter with the 
Lord and my increased prayer life that I began to take 
the real presence of our Lord seriously, as opposed to 
merely brushing it off as an intellectual doctrine. This 
radically changed the way I thought about Mass and the 
Eucharist. Seeing the reality of the Blessed Sacrament 
and the power of the other sacraments in my life, it 
made the priesthood appear as something that I would 
want to do. The sacraments had been powerful in my 
life, so I wanted to bring those same sacraments and 

that same Eucharist to others. Furthermore, the time 
spent in prayer in front of the Blessed Sacrament has 
been invaluable in coming to know the Lord better and 
listening to what he might be calling me to. 

If there was one thing you could communicate to the 
faithful about the importance and role of the Eucharist 
in our Catholic faith, what would it be? The Eucharist 
is Jesus. The God who made all things, and the God 
who humbled himself by becoming a human person 
with a human body, makes himself radically available 
to us by transubstantiating the bread and wine into 
that same body. This is the God who loved you into 
existence. Jesus is in every tabernacle. When you spend 
time in front of the Blessed Sacrament, you spend time 
in a profound way with Jesus. When you receive the 
Eucharist, you truly receive God into your person and are 
simultaneously caught up into God. This is not a symbol 
for Jesus … this is Jesus. To grow in your relationship with 
Jesus, spend time with the Eucharist. You don’t need to 
always be saying things to him. It’s the same thing with 
a human friendship; you can just spend time enjoying 
each other’s company. Jesus loves us to a degree we 
cannot comprehend and desires us to spend time with 
him. Friends become more like each other the more they 
spend time together. If you want to become like Christ, 
spend time with him in adoration. If people understood 
that our Lord is the Eucharist, people would go to Mass. 
They would not think of the Mass as an optional social 
gathering on Sundays but a wonderful privilege to be 
able to stand in the presence of the God who loves you, 
and if one is in a state of grace, to receive him into your 
very person.

Which saint should people invoke for your vocation 
and why? St. Thérèse of Lisieux. Over this past year, 
I have read several books either by or about her, and I 
feel she would be a great intercessor this next year of 
formation!
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Are there any books that you love so much that you 
have read them twice (or more)? While growing in 
friendship with St. Thérèse of Lisieux, I read her “Story 
of a Soul” last September and loved it so much that I 
read it again over Holy Week.

When you find yourself with a “free night,” what is 
something you are likely to do? Ideally, it would be a brisk 
fall night where a few friends and I escape the seminary to 
play a dusk round of golf followed by an exquisite dinner 
at Culver’s. I would then go spend some alone time with 
my best friend, Jesus, in the Blessed Sacrament.

What do you remember from your First Communion? 
Besides receiving Jesus in the Eucharist for the first 
time, nothing about the day was out of the ordinary. I 
procrastinated getting ready until the last minute, fought 
my parents on having to wear nice clothes, and didn’t 
care for the taste of the Precious Blood as I expected. It 
is fun to think back on now, because I go to Mass early, 
I like dressing up and, until COVID-19, received the 
Precious Blood regularly. 

Where is one of your favorite places to pray, and 
what makes it special to you? Holiness is attractive. 
Living at home this summer in Green Bay has provided 
me with the opportunity to be within a reasonable driving 
distance of the Carmelite Monastery in Denmark. For 
the most part, Carmel has been my refuge for daily Mass 
and personal Holy Hours throughout the summer. Over 
the Kairos Year, I have developed a deep appreciation 
for the quiet contemplative lifestyle that the nuns at 
Carmel are accustomed to. The peaceful sounds of 
nature complementing the already angelic voices of the 
nuns in choir create a perfect atmosphere for prayer and 
intimacy with Christ.

What role has the Eucharist played in your discernment 
of the priesthood? There seems to be a correlation 
between Jesus veiling himself in something as simple as 
bread and wine and how he took his time revealing the 
power of his Eucharistic presence to me. I would never 
say that I lacked belief in his true presence, but I would 
say that I never gave it much thought until my senior 
year of high school. I first felt Jesus knock at my heart 
through the invitation of a friend to join him in making a 
weekly Holy Hour at SS. Peter & Paul Perpetual Adoration 
Chapel during our open period Thursday afternoons. 

While working through the awkward beginning stages 
of being silent while not falling asleep during the drowsy 
hours of the afternoon, I began to feel a curiosity for the 
priesthood for the first time and not just because my 
friend was beginning the application process himself. 
Many more small offers and encounters like this have 
led me through the Kairos Year and into my first year of 
college seminary.

If there was one thing you could communicate to 
the faithful about the importance and role of the 
Eucharist in our Catholic faith, what would it be? If 
there is anyone out there reading this booklet who is 
on the fence about whether Jesus is truly present in the 
Eucharist, I would like to assure you that you are not 
alone. A 2019 study by Pew Research Center stated 
that two thirds of Catholics are in that exact position. 
Even Jesus’ own disciples thought this teaching was 
hard. Jesus does not mince his words when it comes 
to receiving the Bread from Heaven. He said, “I am the 
bread of life; he who comes to me shall not hunger, and 
he who believes in me shall never thirst,” and again, more 
emphatically, “Truly, truly I say to you, unless you eat the 
flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no 
life in you. For my flesh is food indeed, and my blood is 
drink indeed.” These are indeed tough words, but when 
Jesus asks the disciples if they too will leave like many 
of those who followed him, Peter beautifully testifies to 
his faith by stating, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You 
have the words of eternal life.” Jesus desires nothing 
more than you and to be one in you, so I encourage you 
to turn to him in your confusion and ask him to increase 
your faith in his true presence.

Which saint should people invoke for your vocation 
and why? As the patroness of both the university and 
seminary I attend, it is precisely the maternal love of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary that I wish to stay wrapped 
up in as she leads me to the heart of her son, Jesus.
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Are there any books that you love so much that 
you have read them twice (or more)? “A Night to 
Remember” by Walter Lord, a thrilling nonfiction book 
about the Titanic, portrays the heroism of everyday 
individuals who put others before themselves in the 
midst of disaster.

When you find yourself with a “free night,” what is 
something you are likely to do? Going for a walk is 
one of my favorite ways to spend an evening, whether 
around a neighborhood, in a park or forest, or on a 
hiking trail. If it’s too cold to stay out long, I might bake 
some sort of sweet treat to share (or not). 

What do you remember from your First Communion? 
A memory which sticks out in my mind comes from a 
retreat in which my class participated prior to receiving 
First Communion. I remember “practicing” for the 
sacrament by consuming an unconsecrated Host, and for 
some reason this has always really stuck with me. While I 
wouldn’t have been able to articulate it in this way then, 
maybe I was struck by how physical and tangible this 
aspect of the sacrament is.

Where is one of your favorite places to pray, and 
what makes it special to you? Any church, chapel, 
or other location where Jesus is present in the Blessed 
Sacrament takes spot number one! I love being with him 
in the vast array of places he sanctifies by his Eucharistic 
presence. Besides this, I am also extremely fond of 
praying in high places: on a hill or mountain, in a tree, 
at the top of a roller coaster (where my prayer is often 
particularly fervent), to name a few. Finally, I really enjoy 
praying while I’m driving, especially on long road trips. 

What role has the Eucharist played in your 
discernment of the priesthood? I think that when a 
person is in the presence of the Eucharist, the effect is 
like that of sunshine on a flower; the sun does its thing 
and the flower just has to receive it. But, because of the 
sunshine, the flower flourishes and becomes beautiful, 
even if it was wilted before. I believe that Jesus has been 
at work in my heart especially during the time that I have 
spent in prayer with him in the Blessed Sacrament. There, 
his presence is like the sunshine that does what it does 
and only wants to be received. In this way, I think he has 
gradually shone his light down this path to illuminate 

more clearly this next step towards the possibility of 
the priesthood, a process that has been dependent on 
spending time in that light. Intentionally making time to 
be in the light of his Eucharistic presence has frequently 
put my heart at peace, which is a necessary condition for 
discerning his will.

If there was one thing you could communicate to 
the faithful about the importance and role of the 
Eucharist in our Catholic faith, what would it be? 
When the Lord Jesus promised “behold, I am with you 
always,” I believe that he had the Eucharist especially 
in mind. I once heard a wise priest say that we are even 
closer to Jesus when we approach him in the Blessed 
Sacrament than the disciples were to him during his 
earthly ministry. This incredible truth is so striking when 
we realize how much our Lord does in order to draw 
close to us and inspires the question: “How do I respond 
to his desire to be with me?” In the Blessed Sacrament, 
the Lord makes himself so wholly available to us, and I 
know that I often fail to return that degree of availability 
to him. But that reveals a beautiful aspect of who he is, 
namely, his infinite patience; he is still waiting there in 
the tabernacle for each one of us, individually, to come 
to him. As Catholics, we are blessed beyond words to 
be able to draw near to him in the deeply personal gift 
of the Eucharist, taking him at his word that he is indeed 
always with us; but do we allow ourselves to be always 
with him? When we unite ourselves — including our 
concerns, anxieties, frustrations, and desires — to him in 
the holy Eucharist, we can respond with a definite “yes.”

Which saint should people invoke for your vocation 
and why? St. Teresa of Ávila, pray for us! In her 
beautiful teaching on reaching union with God, Teresa 
emphasizes the importance of detachment, humility, and 
determination, three graces I need greatly as I discern 
God’s will!
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Are there any books that you love so much that 
you have read them twice (or more)? The book “He 
Leadeth Me” by Fr. Walter Ciszek, SJ, is so good! It is a 
great story about the importance of recognizing every 
moment and circumstance as a gift from God.

When you find yourself with a “free night,” what is 
something you are likely to do? I am likely to spend it 
in fellowship with friends. The idea of something casual 
like a barbecue, yard games, and a bonfire to bring 
people together is really enjoyable.

What do you remember from your First Communion? 
I remember coming back to my pew after receiving 
Communion and noticing that very sadly, fragments 
of the Eucharist had fallen to the ground. People were 
carefully trying to pick up each piece. I especially 
remember my dad’s concern for the Body of Christ being 
on the ground. Witnessing his discomfort and concern 
sparked in me a realization that the Eucharist is not just 
ordinary bread; it is truly Jesus Christ’s body.

Where is one of your favorite places to pray, and 
what makes it special to you? There are many good 
places to pray in the area, but one of my favorites is 
the adoration chapel at Our Lady of Lourdes in De Pere.  
It is a simple, natural, and serene place to spend time 
with the Lord and encounter His presence.  To the left of 
the tabernacle are beautiful images of the Sacred Heart 
and the Immaculate Heart which help me in prayer.  
Sometimes, I find myself in need of prayer outside of 
regular church hours so it is great to have a place to go 
whenever I want to talk to Jesus.

What role has the Eucharist played in your discernment 
of the priesthood? A major point in my discernment 
occurred during my senior year of high school while 
on a silent retreat. Following confession, I encountered 
the presence of Jesus during Eucharistic Adoration in a 
profound way. In recent years, I have been growing more 
convinced that the Eucharist is the source and summit of 
our faith. It is one of the greatest gifts God has given 
us, and if the Eucharist is truly the center of our faith, 
then having priests to be ministers of this sacrament is 
a necessity for us. In my discernment, God revealed to 
me that priests are humble men called by God to bring 
this gift to his children. In that realization, I have found 

a strong desire to serve God and his people in this way. 
There is so much joy to be found in the idea that God 
may be calling poor guys like us to help accomplish 
one of his great acts of love: giving himself to us in the 
Eucharist.

If there was one thing you could communicate to the 
faithful about the importance and role of the Eucharist 
in our Catholic faith, what would it be? I would 
encourage every Catholic to think about what it means 
when we say the Eucharist is “the source and summit 
of the Christian life.” St. John Vianney, the patron saint 
of parish priests, has a quote that helped me begin to 
wrap my head around what this means. He said, “If we 
really understood the Mass, we would die of joy.” This 
began to sink in when I was in middle school and came 
across a video about the Eucharistic miracle of Buenos 
Aires. I remember being amazed by the evidence for the 
complete presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. Jesus, who 
loves us so much, wants to give us his body and blood 
at every Mass. No matter how much we do not deserve 
it, he still wants to give us this gift. We do not have the 
words to capture just how incredible this reality is! To 
think that the God who created the universe wants to 
love us so much that he takes on the form of something 
as humble as a piece of bread and gives himself to us is 
mind-blowing! He does all of this so we can be closer to 
him and so he can dwell within us. Since the beginning, 
every one of God’s actions has been in an effort to love 
us, and when we receive him, we allow ourselves to be 
loved by him. The Eucharist is everything.

Which saint should people invoke for your vocation 
and why? I ask that people invoke the intercession of 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary for my vocation because 
it is a heart that said “yes” to God every step of the way.
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Are there any books that you love so much that you 
have read them twice (or more)? “Man’s Search For 
Meaning” by Dr. Victor Frankl and “The Little Prince” by 
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry are books that impacted me 
so much, I read them almost once every year.

When you find yourself with a “free night,” what is 
something you are likely to do? Taking time to read, 
write, or compose music are important to me, and with 
my busy schedule, it is hard to find time for them. On the 
rare occasion when I have a free evening, that is how I 
like to spend it. 

What do you remember from your First Communion? 
I remember the excitement. Every step of the way going up 
to my First Communion, I was brimming with excitement, 
eager to finally receive Communion. I also remember 
enjoying all the ceremony and pomp and circumstance 
surrounding my First Communion; taking classes to get 
ready, picking out a new suit to wear, and more. All this 
helped build excitement within me to help me understand 
the importance of what I was about to partake in. 

Where is one of your favorite places to pray, and 
what makes it special to you? My favorite place to go 
and pray is in the chapel at my old high school. Since the 
school is run by Capuchin Franciscans, the chapel is built 
to feel like a cave since St. Francis of Assisi was famous 
for praying within caves. The somber atmosphere of the 
chapel, combined with my many memories I have there, 
including the place of my confirmation, make it feel like 
a spiritual home to me. Since I’ve graduated, it is rare I 
am able to pray there, but whenever I am, it is a beautiful 
opportunity.

What role has the Eucharist played in your 
discernment of the priesthood? The Eucharist is one 
of the driving forces behind my vocational discernment. 
Seeing the love of God made manifest through Christ 
offering himself to us as food is truly beautiful. When 
I was in high school, one of the moments that would 
always set my heart thinking about the priesthood was 
at Mass when the priest elevates the Eucharist and sings 
the Doxology. Something about that specific prayer has 
always drawn me into the beauty of the Eucharist and the 
beauty of the priesthood. Eucharistic Adoration has also 
been important to my discernment. The opportunity to 
rest in the presence of the Lord, marveling at the love he 

holds for me and all creation is a powerful experience. 
This form of prayer is where God reminds me that I am 
his beloved son and I do not need to earn his love. This 
chance for rest and assurance draws me into the mystery 
of God’s love in which all vocations are rooted. 

If there was one thing you could communicate to the 
faithful about the importance and role of the Eucharist 
in our Catholic faith, what would it be? Love lies at the 
heart of all God’s work and this is especially prevalent in the 
Eucharist. In the Eucharistic sacrifice and the celebration 
of the Mass, the sacrifice of Christ on the cross is offered 
once again for the salvation of all. In addition, Christ, 
the King of the Universe, the God through whom and 
for whom everything was created, conceals his divinity, 
and becomes food for us. If there is one reality about the 
importance of the Eucharist that I want to convey to the 
faithful, it is the beauty of this reality.

The reason I think this is so important to our Catholic 
faith is that it reveals to us the wonder of Christ’s love. 
Christ’s love is perfect, and thus that love is not selfish. 
It is a love that involves the constant offering of self. 
As Christ releases his Spirit on the cross, concealing 
his divine nature, he does the same in the Eucharist, 
appearing to us in the form of bread and wine. It is a 
powerful love that is spurred by Christ’s deep and 
earnest desire for communion with us. It is this powerful 
love that gives us the Bread of Life that is Christ, food for 
salvation. It is this love that teaches us how to love here 
on Earth; to love with a self-sacrificing spirit. Thus, the 
Eucharist is essential to our communion with Christ and 
our communion with each other. 

Which saint should people invoke for your vocation 
and why? St. Francis of Assisi is a great intercessor 
for my vocation. Francis’ devotion to following the will 
of God and saying “yes” to him unreservedly in every 
situation is truly admirable. 
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